
Abortion in Alabama

Since the Supreme Court’s ruling in Roe v. Wade in 1973, 
abortion has been legal in the United States.1 Even so, a 
majority of residents in Alabama do not agree with legalized 
abortion due to the consequences of the procedure physically, 
emotionally, and mentally for the mother and the immorality 
of killing a defenseless child. As a state with over 86% of its 
residents identifying as Christian, fighting to end abortion 
has become a standard campaign promise for anyone seeking 
statewide office.2  In 2018, the residents of Alabama voted in 
support of an amendment to the state’s constitution stipulating 
that Alabama was a pro-life state which recognized the value 
of all human life, born and unborn.3  In 2019, the Alabama 
Legislature is considering ending legalized abortion in the 
state altogether.4

History
Roe v. Wade did not invent abortion or begin the use of the 
procedure in the United States. Prior to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling, abortion was legal in seventeen states and, in previous 
years, had been even more widely accepted and allowed.5  In 
1973, however, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of abortion 
in Roe v. Wade, making the procedure legal in all fifty states.6 
The Supreme Court reasoned that by disallowing abortion, 
states infringed upon a woman’s right to privacy.7  In 1992, 
the Supreme Court addressed the abortion question again 
in Planned Parenthood v. Casey, affirming Roe while allow-
ing states to restrict abortions after the point of viability (20 
weeks).8  Since the Supreme Court made abortion legal in all 
states, over 60 million unborn children have been aborted.9 

Laws
Alabama’s state-specific abortion laws counteract the ease in 
which many women could get an abortion. These laws ensure 
that expectant mothers receive the information they deserve 
to know before making the decision to abort and that children 
who could survive outside the womb are not aborted.

• 6,768 Abortions took place in Alabama in 201710 

• 9% of all pregnancies in the state end in abortion11 

• There are three abortion clinics in Alabama12 

• Statistically, eighteen abortions take place every day in 
Alabama13 

• As of 2019, the United States Supreme Court, which has 
the power to change the legality of abortion in the U.S., 
has a conservative bench, one that might soon reconsider 
the Court’s earlier ruling. 

ISSUE SNAPSHOT

• Alabama legislators should support legislation to 
end legalized abortion in the state. While any bill to 
criminalize abortion would be challenged in court, the 
United States Supreme Court could rule in favor of the 
law and Alabama, therefore, could be an active participant 
in ending the largest genocide in human history.   
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Viable Pregnancy  

The most important Alabama law that helps restrict the 
amount of abortions in the state is the prohibition of viable 
pregnancy abortion (an abortion after 20 weeks) unless the 
mother’s life is in danger.14  If a pregnancy is viable, the child 
by definition could survive outside the womb. The Supreme 
Court in Planned Parenthood v. Casey ruled that abortion bans 
past the point of viability were constitutional and the Alabama 
legislature has appropriately restricted abortion after 20 weeks 
of gestation.15

All physicians who offer abortions are required to perform 
an ultrasound and offer a viewing of the unborn child to the 
mother.16  Additionally, a waiting period of 48 hours must be 
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completed before a doctor may perform an abortion on an ex-
pectant mother.17  These measures attempt to temper any rash 
or sudden decisions to terminate a pregnancy. 
 
 
 
Alabama’s current abortion laws specifically protect minors 
who find themselves pregnant by requiring parental consent 
before an abortion is provided.18  This ensures support for all 
minors who feel that they need an abortion but do not have the 
maturity to make such a major decision alone. Requiring pa-
rental consent for an abortion for minors helps young women 
discuss their options with both their parents and doctors who 
can help them make the right decision. 
 
 
 
Telemedicine, which is the use of communication over the 
phone or Internet to provide clinical health care from a dis-
tance, may not be used to perform an abortion.19  Telemedicine 
is often used when an expectant mother cannot afford a proper 
abortion or cannot let anyone know that she is pregnant. The 
use of telemedicine to abort a child is extremely unsafe and 
poses major health risks to both the unborn child and the 
expectant mother. The prohibition of telemedicine ensures that 
a woman will only get an abortion in a medical setting, which 
is safer and more sanitary than any medical care that can be 
provided over the phone. 
 
 
 
In 2016, Alabama banned dismemberment abortion, also 
known as dialtion and evacuation abortion, in the state.20 In 
2017, U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson ruled that the law 
placed an undue burden on women seeking abortions and 
declared it unconstitutional.21 While the 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals upheld Judge Thompson’s ruling, Alabama Attorney 
General Steve Marshall filed a brief asking the U.S. Supreme 
Court to hear the case.22 As of April 2019, the Court has yet to 
rule.

Providers  
There are currently three abortion facilities regularly providing 
abortions in the Alabama, one in Huntsville, Montgomery, and 
Tuscaloosa.23  While Planned Parenthood maintains a pres-
ence in both Birmingham and Mobile, they are not currently 
providing abortions.24  
 
 
Conclusion  
While abortion became legal in all fifty states in 1973, most 
Alabamians do not agree with the federal government’s le-
nient restrictions to abortion. As a result, the state has passed 
multiple restrictions that have helped decrease the number of 
abortions in the state and given expectant mothers the time 
and information needed to consider such a weighty decision. 
Even so, thousands of Alabama’s children are aborted every 
year. Alabama legislators could, therefore, do more and, in 
2019, their actions may have national impact.
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